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MINUTES

Wednesday, September 8, 2010
1:30pm, Room 107
Absent (with regrets): Andrey Mazurkov, Brandin O’Connor, and Rabjeet Wallia
1. Call to Order @ 1:30 p.m.
2. Chair’s Remarks (Marlene Costa) 

· MARLENE – Welcome back everyone and welcome to all of our first year reps. Marcel sent out an email with the dates for SC meetings and for Faculty Council meetings – this puts you on notice for when we have meetings for the rest of the year. These are tentative dates. The Faculty Council dates are fixed and you are expected to be there.
· MARLENE – Updates from this summer:

· The classroom wing has changed quite significantly from last year and one of the major changes is the availability of ‘social space’ – areas in the building that have furniture where students can read and socialize. There is a downstairs space – Furniture was graciously donated by Fasken Martineau. It is temporary because the hoarding walls will eventually come down. 
· We will double check with IT and let them know we have been having problems with sending emails through the listservs.
· There will be updates on the progress of the construction. 
· Some of the student leaders met with administration last week and discussed a number of things on the administration’s agenda and building issues in general. People were canvassed on how they felt about the facilities. Students made a list of things that were missing and those were presented to administration. 
· Update from Dean Sossin: Walls are starting to be filled up – not just white space anymore. The big thing was coffee. Last year administration took to providing coffee on-campus for students. We discussed a few possibilities – their budget has increased from last year and so they should be able to give us more coffee.

· Generally the times for serving were agreed to be 8:00 am until it runs out. A fresh batch will come in at 10:00 am and be there until it runs out. The agreement is that it will be provided Monday-Thursday. 
· They may be dropping one day a week – we will see if we can get one student club per week to take over coffee production. In that case, they would be charging some money and it would be a way for clubs to get their mandate out there.
3. Audio-Recording Policy (Marlene Costa)
· MARLENE – The other big ticket item discussed was the audio-recording policy. There has been a lot of discussion about this in the last couple years. Administration has been generally reluctant to accommodate for a number of reasons – intellectual property rights, resources, etc. 

· The Academic Policy Committee of Faculty Council undertook to review audio-recording. It was not within their mandate to review that policy and any changes with the policy will not be put forth at Faculty Council. This is because it is a resource-based policy and not an academic policy and thus should not have been undertaken by APC in the first place. There is opportunity for feedback. The administration does welcome our feedback but this is not a regular procedure and so there is no debate on this. 

· One of the major changes with the policy is that now students may record with their own devices (with the consent of a professor). If you know you are going to be sick you can have a friend record that class with the consent of the professor. This will allow administration to devote IT resources elsewhere. 
· MARCEL – Audio-recording devices are available at the Law Library.

· MARLENE – Administration will continue to audio-record seminars held outside of the building with insufficient outlets. There will still be central recording for students with disabilities or students with serious medical reasons (students sick for three days or more). As far as editing, the recordings will be un-edited because it costs too much.

· TOM – Who is in charge of central recording services?

· MARLENE – This is all done by IT. People have asked what about audio-recording for OCIs, mooting competitions, etc? This was brought to Dean Sossin’s attention because students should be encouraged to engage in these activities. Several possibilities were canvassed: getting volunteers to post these recordings on the course website or the L&L website. There was not a decision. Administration will consider it and get back to us. They seemed open to the idea. 
· BURTON – Is getting permission to record in class a new policy?

· MARLENE – In the old policy you would have to go through the Assistant Dean who acted as a filter. Now you can just go directly to the professor. 

· LAYA – One aspect of the draft policy is that they are willing to record for religious accommodation. If it is on the York calendar faith-based days, the request goes to IT instead of to Student Services. A week’s notice is required.
· MARLENE – In this instance, IT will record for up to three days (opposite of the policy for medical grounds). 

· CYNTHIA – How do we respond to the fact that a lot of students did not know about the ‘one week-in-advance’ policy? 

· LAYA – The Jewish Law Students Association sent it out to their email list and told as many people as they could about the new policy. That would have given people exactly a week. The JLSA made a request that the first year classes be recorded. The request comes from the student and the class is posted for the student.

· CYNTHIA – This was a problem for people who just made it back and did not know about this new policy.

· MARLENE – Since this is a draft policy, we are technically still under the old policy so there should be leeway for its implementation. The Assistant Dean will be emailed and asked.

4. Student Success Program + Building Issues (Marlene Costa)

· MARLENE – Student Success program is being undertaken by Asst. Dean Bessner. There are two facets: 

· Upper year branch that covers academic success – organizing sessions on how to write exams, write a paper, and how to enhance your marketability;

· For all students – there is an active wellness program. This is new at Osgoode. It has been proposed that there will be regular Yoga available in room 111. Asst. Dean Bessner has contacted the Tait McKenzie centre and there will be classes on nutrition and fitness. Rose Reisman will come in and they will have a seminar on healthy eating with treats for people to try. 

· MARLENE – Lack of vending machines with food – this was addressed to administration. It is coming late September. We have asked for hot water and fortunately we now have running water in the building – located in the Lactation Room. This room is on the ground floor near the Materials Distribution Centre. There is also a microwave there and an electric kettle should be coming. 
· MARLENE – Front entrance timeline: The goal is to have a facade before Winter term starts. This is not guaranteed. The windows are closed in Room 204. The reason for that is because they overlook construction. They will be opened up later. Please let me know any questions or concerns you would like to bring to administration.

· TOM – Has there been any discussion with IT regarding the possibility of syncing email through smartphones?

· MARLENE - This has been a back-and-forth discussion. It is a capacity issue – they did not want 900 students doing this for capacity reasons. We will get more information. We will address the issue to Sam Wong, head of IT. 
5. Committees Report (Daniel Del Gobbo)

· DAN – Is in charge of managing the Faculty Council Committees. A few committees met over the summer. The initiative is to publish the student reports on the website. Next Wednesday we will have a meeting to canvass interest for the student committees.
· Since we are elected representatives we get first pick of which committees we would like to serve on. We sit on either one or (usually) two committees. We need to choose for next week and then we will advertise the outstanding committee spots to students next Wednesday. Pizza will be provided.

· MARLENE – Dan will send out list of committees and what they do – we will have to choose by Monday at noon.

· DAN – Please re-send your preferences, even if you indicated to me this summer what you were interested in. 

· SABRINA – Will the amount of meetings per year be sent in the email? 

· DAN – We have a list of the committees that require substantial commitment but we don’t have the exact number of meetings. Those that don’t require substantial commitment meet once or twice a year. Some can meet much more.

6. Communications Update (Marcel Malfitano)
· MARCEL – The website is currently down but this will be fixed soon. Before the school year started, the website was updated with everyone’s bio and head shot. First Year Representatives will be asked to submit a short biography and picture for the website in the next couple of weeks. The website will also be updated with new dates for Student Caucus meetings and new list of committee members when we have these.
· MARCEL – Clubs Fair was a success – we handed out many brochures. The SC board will be put up after First Year Reps have submitted their bios. 
· MARLENE – Contact administration to find out where we can put it in the Osgoode building. 

7. Legal & Lit Report (Mark Freake)
· MARK – RJ is talking to John about getting our website up. L&L is meeting next Wednesday. The big issue this summer was the Health Plan. We were claiming 130% of what we were paying in premiums. Our Broker who deals with Great Westlife said we needed to cut costs or cut some of our benefits. We looked at a few options but unfortunately we are in a four-year deal with our broker. We cut Vision and cut Dental down $100. There is a substantial increase with the Health Plan. Osgoode students have been using the plan quite a bit in the last couple years so that’s why the Health Plan costs more now.
· MARK – Orientation has been successful. We have the semi-formal on Friday. It is in Scarborough. 

· MARK – There is a student-faculty softball game coming up later this month. Professor Ryder is organizing a faculty team – he is also recruiting staff. It will be held a Wednesday or a Thursday late afternoon later this month. We are waiting to hear back on booking the field.

· MARK – The agendas are being finished up. We do not have a date on when they will be delivered. 

· SABRINA – What about having faculty at the orientation formal on Friday? We contacted Bruce Ryder about it. It would be good to get professors there.

· MARLENE – Email professors teaching first year classes and ask them to come. 

· JON – What about the opt-out for the Health Plan? People have been asking about this. 

· MARK – Information on the opt-out should be in a mass email sent out to students. There will be sufficient notice sent out to students.

8. Other Business
· ANDREW - Student senator elections – we still have an empty seat. We should presumably elect somebody. We have one out of two filled. There was not an election last year but there should have been one. At some point we should hold an election for that.
· MARLENE – Hold this election as soon as possible. Check the rules by way of reminder – it would be a two-year term so third year students would potentially not be eligible.

· LAYA – Committee of Academic Standing deals with grade appeals but the matters of this committee are mostly confidential. There were 6-8 meetings during the summer and there is more stuff coming up. This is a heavy time commitment.


· LAYA – Curricular Reform Working Group – Dealing with upper year writing requirement and curriculum stream baskets for upper year course selection. These are intended to give more guidance on certain streams. Idea is to develop students writing skills because feedback from firms has not been positive in this regard. 

· MARCEL – Faculty Recruitment Committee met twice this summer and we formulated an advertisement. It has been published and identifies key priority areas we are looking for in terms of faculty recruitment. We will be meeting more in the Fall to formalize the recruitment process and canvass potential candidates. 
9. Motion to Adjourn
· Brought by: Marlene Costa. 

· Seconded by: Mark Freake.
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