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MINUTES

Wednesday, October 6, 2010

12:30pm, Room S839, Ross Bldg (reconvened in upper level of the Moot Court)
Absent (with regrets): Andrey Mazurkov
1. Call to Order @ 12:50 p.m.
2. Chair’s Remarks (Marlene Costa) 
Audio-Recording Policy Update
· MARLENE – An email was sent out last night on audio-recording. The temporary procedure that was agreed upon for this year has gone over very smoothly. Administration met us halfway – they went through all the classes that IT was already recording and said they would take responsibility for posting the recordings for those classes.
· We made it clear to the Associate Dean that this was a temporary measure for this year and that next year should be a different story since every class will have audio-recording equipment. 

· People have graciously volunteered to record for OCIs. Rather than sending the recording files through to professor, volunteers can send it right to IT through a program called the drop-box at York. It is a program where you can share files with students at York. Recorders are available at the library and if there are any questions about the procedure for that, you can ask me.

· It has been made clear that the availability of audio-recording has not been enough. We have pointed out that we feel we are at a competitive disadvantage with other schools. 

Fall Reading Week Proposal
· MARLENE – One of our objectives is to push administration for a fall reading week for next year. That’s something we will be looking into and discussing down the line. It is important that we take note of the fact that many classes have been cancelled for OCIs. It shows our faculty is behind us and they recognize we need time off for this process. 
· We need good supporting arguments for why we should have a fall reading week. We will discuss splitting up tasks to research this. 
· DANIEL – Does UofT have Friday afternoon classes to make up for the loss of time otherwise?
· MARLENE – We have to look at what is mandated by the Law Society in terms of teaching hours before we make these proposals. 

· ANDREW – Is the idea to have a reading week before OCIs? 

· MARLENE – That is something we need to discuss. For example, do we need some time off in the fall for other reasons? There are a number of reasons beside OCIs why we should have a reading week. Around mid-term time is a good time to have a break. There are other academic activities students have to engage in – i.e. writing papers during this week. 
3. Committees Report (Daniel Del Gobbo)

· DAN – All of your names in addition to the names of the non-SC committee members have been delivered to the committees. They will be contacting committee members soon with meeting dates. 
Academic Standing Committee Update
· LAYA – They are making changes to ‘baskets’ of course streams. They are trying to give students a little more guidance on course selection by putting courses in baskets. Whether this will eliminate curriculum streams or be presented alongside them has not yet been decided yet. It is not going to be mandatory, as far as we know. There could be a new upper year writing requirement with capstone courses. 

· It involves a re-working of the curriculum slightly – it would come into effect with the class of 2014 if it was implemented but there is not a great deal of urgency for implementing it for 2014. 

Community Enhancement Forum Update
· MARK – Preliminary tournament was held last Friday for the softball game. The winning team of that tournament is playing today against the faculty team. 

4. Communications Update (Marcel Malfitano)
· MARCEL – Audio-recording policy email was sent out yesterday evening. Rooms have been secured for all of our future meetings. Furthermore, I will begin construction on the Student Caucus board sometime next week. 

Website Updates

· MARCEL – Website has been updated with first year representative biographies. Further updates will be made once I have full list of all faculty committee members and minutes have been approved for this meeting and our September 22nd meeting.
5. Legal & Lit Report (Rabjeet Wallia)
L&L Budget
· RABJEET – The budget meeting was held over the weekend and there is an issue with clubs that still needs to be resolved. Most clubs will get their funding very shortly. L&L has adopted a two semester approach for allocating budget – one group can receive more funding in the fall if they have more events at that time. 

· We are allowing for clubs to come and present proposals to L&L to ask for more money. 

Student Reps Roundtable
· RABJEET – A ‘Student Reps Roundtable’ was held between various academic bodies at York for the purpose of discussing issues that affect York in general. One thing that came up is that York has developed a new type of software platform, which resembles a combination of LinkedIn, Facebook and Club Management. If you are a student involved in clubs, you can monitor events and be able to record your participation so you can get credit for it.

· You can use this to show employers what you are a part of and York or Osgoode would verify this. This would give employers a verified list that you were involved in these groups. 

· This is important because all the clubs are having difficulty getting in touch with students. This platform has the potential for students to list categories that have been pre-determined (debating, etc.) – clubs that meet these criteria would be under these categories. It would make everything we do easier. SC will be able to send initiatives out to more students.

· ANDREW – So this is a co-curricular transcript – like an e-transcript?
· RABJEET – It is a co-curricular transcript – you will be able to say with regards to jobs and education here is what I have been a part of and York/Osgoode will back me up.

· MARLENE – When you hear more about it let us know.
6. Other Business
Student Senator
· ANDREW – We need to bring a motion at Faculty Council to confirm Andrey as a Student Senator. This motion was:

· Moved by Andrew Monkhouse

· Seconded by Burton Taylor
Charles Smith Documentary
· MARLENE – RJ and I have been approached by a filmmaker about a documentary involving first and third years to participate in a documentary on Charles Smith and the impact he has had on justice and students and whether or not it was a driving force for some students to go to law school. If anyone is interested in participating, please contact me and RJ. 

Dinner with the Dean
· MARLENE – Other item: In the near future you will be receiving an invitation from Dean Sossin to have dinner at his house. We will be bringing up ideas with him. 

Health Plan
[DISCUSSION ON HEALTH PLAN WAS HELD IN CAMERA]
· Motion to hold the discussion in camera brought by Rabjeet Wallia and seconded by Marlene Costa.
· 12 in favour

· 4 abstained
7. Motion to Adjourn
· Brought by: Marlene Costa 
· Seconded by: Marcel Malfitano
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